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So, on these different lines, the influence
of Spain was shaping war and controversy and
legislation into a crusade against Protestants,
wherever found. It is obvious that the
motives which stirred Englishmen and Teutons
to cast off their allegiance to Rome, did not
for the most part exist south of the Alps and
the Pyrenees. Moreover, as writers observe
who are by no means friendly to Catholicism,
64 a reform of the Spanish clergy, secular and
regular, had taken place before Luther arose."
Thanks to such earnest rulers as the Cardinals
Mendoza and Ximenes, to saints like Thomas
of Villanova, and to the action of bishops and
synods, the moral condition of ecclesiastics
in general " was immeasurably superior to
that of the clergy in any other part of Western
Christendom." Learning, too, had revived.
The University of Alcald was founded by
Ximenes, and has given its name to the great
Complutensian Polyglot, which he published
from its presses. Spaniards now held the
largest empire that had ever been known
They were masters of Germany and the
Netherlands, of Italy north and south, ot a
vast and growing dominion in America.
The resources of Pope and Emperor combined
were immensely superior to those which could